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501 Movie Stars.
Ed. by Steven Jay Schneider.
2007. 640p. illus. Barron’s, $29.99 
(9780764160219). 791.43.
This is a guide to major movie legends 
as well as less-known performers, both 
American and international. Arranged by 
the decade of the entrant’s birth, each entry 
includes a photo; a list of major films; birth 
date (and, where pertinent, death date); and 
an essay. Most entries are a page, but major 
stars such as Bogart and Brando get more 
coverage. This title complements the editor’s 
prior title, 1001 Movies You Must See Before 
You Die (Barron’s, 2005), and can function as 
a delightful book to browse as well as a ref-
erence source for film fans. —Patricia Hogan
Abortion in the United States: A 
Reference Handbook.
By Dorothy E. McBride.
2007. 303p. ABC-CLIO, $55 (9781598840988). 
363.460973.
McBride covers the pro-life, pro-choice, 
and other opinions of the subject evenhand-
edly. She presents current opinion and law 
from around the world as well as the histor-
ic and political views from the many court 
cases and public figures that have forced the 
issue into the public arena. A good collec-
tion of biographical sketches, bibliography, 
and chronology and statistics makes this 
title in the Contemporary World Issues se-
ries an excellently balanced choice for most 
reference collections. —Steve Stratton
Autism and Pervasive Developmental 
Disorders Sourcebook.
By Sandra J. Judd.
2007. 631p. Omnigraphics, $78 
(9780780809536). 618.92.
Designed for general readers, Omni-
graphics’ Health Reference Series began in 
1989 and is still going strong. This addition 
deals with a condition that afflicts a growing 
number of children but is poorly understood. 
Various U.S. documents and excerpts, as well 
as materials from other organizations, are 
grouped into sections covering causes, con-
ditions, diagnosis and evaluation, treatment 
and interventions, and other topics. Between 
1994 and 2004, the number of children who 
were diagnosed with an autism spectrum 
disorder and in public special education pro-
grams increased tenfold, so any resource is 
welcome. —Mary Ellen Quinn
The Contemporary Middle East: A 
Documentary History.
Ed. by John Felton.
2007. 729p. illus. CQ, $115 (9780872894884). 
956.04.
This resource on the Middle East con-
tains speeches and diplomatic agreements, 
UN and other resolutions, and additional 
texts that had an effect on or reflect sig-
nificant events, and are still “of enduring 
significance.” Each chapter addresses a 
particular theme (for example, “Arabs and 
Israelis,” “Iran,” “Iraq and the Gulf Wars”), 
and each document or set of documents is 
accompanied by an introduction to provide 
context. Most documents are presented 
in their entirety. A detailed chronology 
and a bibliography add value. Similar vol-
umes from CQ are African Americans in 
Congress: A Documentary History and Social 
Security: A Documentary History (both 2007). 
—Mary Ellen Quinn
Cuba: A Global Studies Handbook.
By Ted A. Henken.
2007. 578p. illus. ABC-CLIO, $55 
(9781851099849). 972.9106.
Part of the new Global Studies: Latin 
America and the Caribbean series, this is 
an excellent basic reference source for 
information on Cuba. Volumes on Argen-
tina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, and Mexico 
are being published concurrently. Narra-
tives on history, economics, culture, and 
institutions give a good grounding. A refer-
ence section covers key events; significant 
people; and language, food, etiquette, and 
holidays. A good bibliography and a direc-
tory of Web sites and organizations add 
further value. —Steve Stratton
Dictionary of Veterinary Terms.
By Jennifer Coates.
2007. 320p. Alpine, paper, $22.95 
(9781577790907). 636.089.
Author Coates, a veterinarian, designed 
this dictionary of veterinary terms for ani-
mal owners and those who work in the 
veterinary field to assist with the com-
mon question, “What did the vet mean 
by that?” Some 5,600 terms are defined 
alphabetically, and entries range from a few 
words to 100 words. Pronunciations are 
not provided. Several appendixes offer in-
formation on commonly prescribed drugs, 
abbreviations and acronyms, weights and 
measures, normal physiologic parameters 
of 28 species, and normal reproductive 
parameters of 18 species. Sources for 
more information are also included. 
—Sue Polanka
The Essential Guide to Business 
Etiquette.
By Lillian Hunt Chaney and Jeanette St. 
Clair Martin.
2007. 183p. Praeger, $39.95 (9780275997144). 
395.5.
This is a practical guide for business 
etiquette for almost every situation. The 
14 chapters include everything from 
job-interview etiquette to office politics 
to business entertaining and sports eti-
quette, giving the reader a professional 
edge for every situation from cocktail 
parties to conventions. A chapter on 
global manners will help avoid common 
faux pas committed while traveling 
abroad. A useful resource not only for 
the new professional but for managers. 
—Christy Donaldson
Jazz Fiction: A History and 
Comprehensive Reader’s Guide.
By David Rife.
2007. 279p. Scarecrow, paper, $45 
(9780810859074). 809.
Author Rife describes this book as “a 
reader’s guide,” and readers may safely 
choose to be guided by it, but it is no less 
a guide for researchers and students, who 
will find it an intelligent and thoroughly 
reliable companion to scholarly endeav-
ors in this growing field of study. Part 1 
contains chapters discussing such cate - 
gories as “Fiction for Juveniles and Young 
Adults” and “Works Based on the Lives 
of Actual Musicians.” In part 2, Rife 
sorts various works into a broader 
array of categories, including several 
from the preceding chapter but adding 
others that offer more specific guidance 
to prospective readers. Of special note 
is the concluding 179-page “Anno- 
tated Bibliography of Jazz Fiction”; 
this section alone is worth the price. 
—Harold Cordry
Party Affiliations in the State 
Legislatures: A Year by Year Summary, 
1796–2006.
By Michael J. Dubin.
2007. 223p. McFarland, paper, $45 
(9780786429141). 328.73.
The purpose of this slim but informa-
tive paperback is to “provide the party 
totals in each of the 50 state legislatures 
by election.” The book starts with a sum-
mary of party affiliations by year, in tabular 
format. Each state entry includes para-
graphs on the origins of statehood, the 
terms and size of the state legislature, 
and other details, followed by election-by- 
election figures for house and senate party 
affiliations. The “oth” (for “other”) des-
ignation for party affiliation provides an 
interesting tour of the variety of political 
parties that have been represented; poli-
tics are not just Democrat or Republican 
at the state level. Recommended for larger 
public libraries and academic libraries. 
—Jerry Carbone
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